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CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE

" PERSUASIVE ESSAY

Purpose

> To get the reader to accept the writer's point of view on
the issue posed by the writing prompt

> To adopt the writer's way of thinking about the issue
posed by the writing prompt

Organizational Pattern

» Introduction »
v May have a hook or grabber to get the reader's

attention
v Clearly conveys the writer's opinion/position on the
topic/thesis statement

> Body

v Provides evidence to support the writer's
opinion/purpose

v Evidence will be in the form of facts, reasons,
examples, details, etc. .

v Effective transitions show how ideas connect

v May present pros and cons of an argument

v Anticipates the reader’s questions

» Conclusion
v Restates the writer's opinion/position, thesis
statement, or focus
v May summarize the main point included in the

body
v May include a personal comment or call for action

Nebraska Department of Education Statewide Writing Assessment 2008




Writing Topic

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school,
neighborhood, or community. Think about something you feel should
be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the
best choice. Provide reasons and/or examples to support your
argument.




Ideas / Content




Lithocode: 990000071346 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to supportyour argument.

One of the bigrest values of 2 community, school ot neighborhood is unity. I belisve that a community center would be good for helping
bring unity to 2 large group of people in the Lincoln area. Though a larze project to think about, it has many benefits. Thers are many activities
that could be held in this center that would bring peopls togather from different backgrounds and situstions. My idea of 2 community center is
s building with 2 gymnasium ares, & playground, some elassrooms and & daycars area. Having lived in an area with & very nice community
santer 1 balieve that this ides for 2 project is the beat because it is a project that would affect many people, not only right now, buk in the
future 25 welk. '

To explain the benefits of this project it is nacessary to look at the things that could go on within the center. The gym area could have quite
favw purposes. It could be used for pick up games of basketball or dodgeball, for both adults and younger people. There could be classes for
yoga or aerobics that are frae, made up of groups of people who snjoy the same thinge. Also in this ares children could play with fricyeles and
itz in 2 supervised, sir-conditioned area for the hot or cold menths. Lastly, the gymnasium conld be host to evants such as international
pthucks where everyona goes and for free eats gond new foods while bringing a dish of their own. Having 2 gymnasium for free would help
ot only the unity of the community by bringing people together in one area, but it allows for better health and continuad exercise and play for
I ages, throughout the hot summers and cold winters that Nebraska experiences. New friends could be made and parents could take 2 break as
they sit ont he side mowing that their children are safe to play.

A playeround just outside the community center would hava lots of the same benefits of the gymnasium and some more. Studies have
shiown that being outside and exercising i= good for your health, with & playground children can be outside playing and their parente could be
sitting af benches or picnic tables. Familiss or groups of friends could to go hang ouf o just eat a snack outside. Having children play with
new friends is good for them because it teaches people of all backgrounds that there aren't that many differences
between them. Learning to be friends with evervone and get along at a young age is essential for children if we want
them to be productive members of their communities later in life. This is an example of how the community center
would benefit the community as a whole for many years.

Lastly, the classrooms are key to the community canter. Soms can be used for daycare centers at & low cost for parentz who are working to
lsupport their families. They can be staffed by both volunteers and dayeare workers whoaccept 2 Iow pay. Students for young ages at UNL
-an do student teaching or gain experience at the community center. The children canuse the clasrooms as well as the gym and playground
theoughout the day. The class can be used for an after school care for students in elementary school who are home before their parents.
Aliowing parents to work would help the families enormously. The remaining classrooms can be used for tutoring, study rooms, groups who
Fet together to learn semething new such as a cooking class. Music lessons can go on without disrupting families living in close quarters. Being

ble to learm in a good environment that can be quiet or new could help improve the grades of students of alf ages. Education for older people
ean confinue if they orgatize groups. We know that learning can help communitiss come together and be happler so this ix a clear benefit fo the
Int conclusion, this project is the best choics by far bacausa it is beneficial to many people in many ways. Having this be fres oratalow
lcost allows many people to be able to be 2 part of their community and participate, regardless of their financisl sttuation. Ezercize and activiby,
hmnm:z and making ﬁwads alt of this can helyy pur communitsy be unitad.

{deas/Content: 4 4-A-4-4

The writer conveys a clear opinion regarding the need for a new community center. The content is well
focused throughout the response, and the reasoning is logical and compelling. The supportlng examples

are numerous and relevant.




Lithocode: 990000065756 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

The Omaha community is in desperate need of some help in making the community a better place. Omaha comes
across as 2 boring, small rown, farmer's town to those from other stares. What the Omaha Metro needs is somathing
to make it exciting. Something to bring a little life to the cify; to lure in tourists. One thing that we should consider is
investing in a variety of entertainment venues. Have you ever been at home and just wished you could have some over
priced pizza? Probably not, but it is safe to say that you have at some point and fime watited to go to a place whers there
are a tnillion thrills a minute. The wind colliding with vour face as you drop down that big hill on the rollercoaster. The
nticing smell of thoss overpricad stices of pizza that just might be able to gef you to pull your waller out of your
pociket. What the Omaha Metro needs is ... an amusement park.

The nearest seal amusament park to Omaha is Adventure Land, which is located in Bes Moinas, lowa, and is abour
two hours away. The benafits of having ons in Omaha would be that instead of lowa getting all of our money in
tourists, we keep the money in the state and it goes back to the community. An amusemant park is a good idea bacause
it gives teenagers and young adults job opportunities. A theme park could potenuially open hundreds of jobs 3 year.
From mechanics, te construction workers, to greeter, concession stand workers, ride opperators, to thos people who
ask to take vour picture when vou enter the park. The job opportunities seem endless. Also, considering that amusement
barics main opperating dates consist of about spring breal ( usnally mid March or early April) uptil about Halloween, it
coincides with many of Cmaha's other events.

The potental amusement park could atfract visitors whe are coming te the city for the College World Series. Ons of
the many aspacts of baseball is bringing your kids to 2 game. And who likes going to amusement parks? Kids and taens.
By this logic, that would mean that not only would it give baseball fans from other states another reason to come o
Omaha, but it could lengthen their stay; again bringing in a greater income for both the World Series and the park. The
bark would also draw for the Cox Classic and many other events. During spring break, the park could keep many
collage kids from leaving the stats. The other effect thar the park would have is on the community as 3 whole.

Along with jobs, the park would be a great social hangout. Instead of having Troubled youth on the streets or
indoors participating in questionable activities, they could meet up at the park and have a good tme. During the summer,
many kids clubs and day cares could use this s an opportunity for a field rip. If the park were to be in close proximnity
to the zoo, then it could get the families spend all day at both places; were there to be a collaboration. Many kids have
always wanted to go to an amusenent park but their famalies could never afford to take them to one. This park could
be an affordable, close to home, solution to that problem.

In summary, Omaha needs an amusement park because it could potentinally provide 2 large income and bring tourists
to our city. It would create hundreds of jobs and give kids an opporunity te have some close to home fun during the
sumtner. The park could bring in an even larger crowd to or well known state events ( CW3S). Lastly, it could change
the perspective of Omaha as a boring farm town into, Omaha. Home of the College World Series, Henry Doorley
IZoo. and MetrOLand. the Amusement Park of the Huskers.

ldeas/Content: 4 ' < 4-4-4-4

The writer conveys a clear opinion regarding the need for an amusement park. The content is well
focused on the benefits of the amusement park to the community, and the writer provides logical and

~ compelling reasons to convince the reader to agree with their position. The supporting examples are
thoroughly developed, numerous and relevant.



Lithocode: 990000032500 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committes your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

If 2 committes in vour town chose to fund something to improve your zchool, what would you have them improve?
Some might suggest improving the athletic facilities, or mayle a new and better parking lot. Both of those are good
ideas, but if a project to improve our school was started, T think it should e to add 2 way of transport from the first ko
the third floor for injured or handicapped people.

The main reason I think this should happen s because I'va seen how hard it is for people on crutches to get up and
down stairs. I've dlso experienced it myself, and it is very difficult and not fun at all. The school could also have a
smadent anrolled that is in 2 wheelchair, and if that was the situation right now, that student would have to sit in onsa
oo for all their classes, because they have no way of getling up and down the stairs. If a transport device was built
ko the staircase, it would make school easier for everyone. If lowers the chances of faling down the sfairs and gefting
ust. The ones using it also won't gat in other peoples’ way, and other peopla won't be slowed down by them.

Some people might ask about students using it that don't nsed ro, but they do anyway because they're too lazy to
wall up the stairs. 1 think they shouldn't be able to use it filee that, and this needs to be enforcad by the teachers. The
smudent or students should then recefve a punishment because what they are doing is uncalled for and unnecessary. They
imight not like that at first, but it should really make sense to them 3s tme goes on. This will help them also to learn to
raspect the rules, and they'll learn they can't just do something becausa it's there and they want to usé it.

The last reason for this additon to the school is to gain students that might not have come to this school in the past,
They might have been looking at schools in the area, and seen ours and fiked everything about it. That is, everything
axcept the fact that we don't have a way of ransport up and down the floors other than the stairs. A studentin a
vheelchair would not want to come to a school like that, becanse they wouldn't be able to gain many friends by sitting
in one room all day. Adding in this transport could help our school grow and get new people in the funwre.

Making it easier to get from ona floor to the next, respecting other people's needs, and gaining future envollments of
students are all reasons to have a transport added for handicapped or injured people. Students already have a hard ime in
school the way it is, and adding this would only make it easier for them. I think if 2 fund was started for a school
project, then the project should be to 2dd a ransport for handicapped and injured people. It would bea a great
improvement to our school, and it would be a great improvament to some sfudent's lives.

3-3-3-3
Ideas/Content: 3

n about the need for a new method of transport between floorsof a

building (an elevator?). The content is generally focused on three main reasons the writer believes the

elevator is needed, and the reasoning is logical and somewhat convincing, but is not compelling. The
but many opportunities to thoroughly develop the

The writer conveys a general opinio

supporting examples are adequate and relevant,
reasoning and elaborate on the details have been missed. )




Lithocode: 990000032546 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed. ‘

Wiite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument. ~

A Subway in our rural community of Bloomfield would be perfect. If's healthy for you, 30 all the smdents and local
rownspeople can get soms nutrition and a great meal. 1t makes a great snack after a music concert or football game. It
also means it is alof closer and that you don't have to travel as far to places like Norfolk and Yarkton as much. Putting a
Subway hers in town would benefit our community all the way from the litte kids to the elderly.

Subway is healthy food and has all your daily foods needed. It his its breads, meats, dairy, vegetables, fruits and
some sugars. Subway also makes the sub accordinly te you, so if you don't want cheese, then you just tell them. You
can also order a salad. Subway i healthy no matter what way you look at if. In teday's sociely Nebraska is lnown for
being ona of the top states for having the heaviest people. Expanding Subway's would help decrease this number.
Subway also makes a great snack. So after a football game, or any other type of athletics or sxtra curiculer activities,
vou can come down te Subway and grab a bite to ear. Also there are clubs like FFA and FCCLA that have after school
meetings and Subway offers 2 party platter, I think that would be great to have for snacks during soms of these
menings. ’

1f there were to be a Subway in town, it would make it more accesibile. 1 say this because you don't have to drive
and hour to get to Norfolk or Yankton. You could limit some trips and save some gas. Having in town could alse mean
that the elderly could have some evary once in a while, since they don't get out as often as they use to.

Sulbrway is a choice resturaunt, you can have your sandwich, or salad, made anyway you want it to be made.
Subway would make after game meals alot better and alot healthier. 1 could also grab one on the way home after
praciice. Having a Subway here in my community would make everything better. It is the healthiest fast foed resturaunt.
It makes a great snack after school activities, and could be 1 lot closer to horme.

Ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

The writer conveys a general opinion about the need for a Subway restaurant in a rural community. The
content is generally focused on why a Subway shop would be an asset to the town. The reasoning is
logical and somewhat convincing, but not particularly compelling. Supporting examples for each of the
three main ideas are adequate and relevant, but the development of a strong, convincing opinion for

any one of the three ideas has not been achieved.



Lithocode: 990000162986 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

A project will benifit the school, neighborhoeod, or community would be reduing and destroying old buitdings in the
community. Evan though seme of the building are historical. Change is coming to the way we live today. New
techonalogy i3 coming our every single day faster than we know it. A good project that will inprove the school,
neighborhood, or community is getting rid of the old building that is not in use because their old and will cave in, don't
hava to spend money maintaining the buildings, the community looking betfer with out them.

Tearing down the old building that no one uses anymore would benifit the school buy having more money in school
funding biecause they are not maintaining the old buildings. The building that ars old and not even historical are just
taking up space that new buisness should be or will be.

getting ride of all the old tuildings would help neighborhood leok better and not have to worry about the old buildings
falling down because of rotted wood and other bad materials used when the building was first buile. Just start fresh with
the naw building projects. :

Getting rid of all the old buildings would itnprove the community becasue, it would have a buisness flow. There
would be somathing rodo in the community othar than just look at old rotted buildings that would fall on you if you step
inside and shut the door to hard.

All the old building that are here would improve the community if they were not here. There would be more monsy
in the commuity because they are not maintaing the old buildings. New businesses would open up in empty lofs of
spacs.

Ideas/Content: 2 : 2-2-2-2

The writer conveys a limited opinion about destroying old buildings in the community. While the
reasoning is somewhat logical and convincing, the writer’s opinion that the community should demolish
old buildings is not adequately supported with enough examples or reasoning, and the writer has not
adequately explained which buildings should be torn down and why; or what should be erected in their
place. The details are somewhat vague leaving the reader with many unanswered questions.




Lithocode: 990000149352 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Wiite a persuasive essay cohvincing the commitiee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

If thera was a committee that would put the money out for somsone to help cur community. 1 would use that
money to biuld a shelter for the homeless people that live in our community. i would biuld thiz shelter because i feel bad
for the paople that five out in the cold and hava no place to stay. There are people in my community that liva in the
runnel by the park becauss they have no place to stay. They live these lives because they like to drink alot and spend ail
of there monay on alcohol. 1 agree that they choose that way of life but i am the kind of person thar thinks of others for
them.

There would e a treamment in the back of that homeless center. For all of those who come te stay in the shelter that
have z drinking probifem. I would set it up so that there was 25 beds in the front of the shelter. It would have a kitchen
so that way they could cook there food that they bring in. I¢ would have two bathreoms ona for the mens and one
womens bathroom. You would go down some stairs and there would be the washer and the drier.

There reatment would be an hour long every day. They would be talked to about how and why do they drink. Once
they figured out a way to help them stop drinking. On the front of the homeless canter there would be a sign that say
NC DRINKING in this shelter. If there was drinking in the shelter it would be confinscated. If would have probably
loose most of our people staving in the room because most of the people in my community drink alot.

This is one way i would help my community, neighborhood.and school. There are many of ways thari could help
v school. 1 would do lots more to the biulding if the committee would alfow it

ldeas/éontent: 2 2-2-2-2

The writer conveys a limited opinion about the need for a homeless shelter in the community. While the
content does generally stay focused on the topic, the supporting examples are limited in their
development and the reasoning is only somewhat logical and convincing. The writer also digresses
somewhat from their position, by suggesting the shelter proposal probably wouldn’t work anyway.




Lithocode: 980000115134 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Whrite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

In the small town of  — — thers are many things our community could improve. For example we could improve
school materials, rencvate the park, or even vy to make our community tnore safe. But since there is only enough
monay to fund one project, the desicion becoms a more serious task. Personally T would strive to renovate our parks.
The parks in' ~—— * have been neglected far te long, whether it would be the baseball and softball fields, the rundown
frisbee golf course, or the old tennis and basketball courts.m

Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-2-2

The writer conveys little opinion about the need to renovate the community parks. This response has
few if any supporting examples, as the writer’s argument is vague and not elaborated adequately. The
minimal development of any content also results in a lack of any logical reasoning and the reader is not
persuaded to agree with the writer’s opinion in any way.




Lithocode: 990000036398 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about samething you feel should be added or changed.

Wirite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument. '

Prear, local comemities

1 would like to propose a suggestion an idea that willl improve our community and country as a unity. Ifs justa
simple message that has to be transmittad through out the countyy. to help children from prescheol through the stage of
becoming young adults focusing on the message on how really aducation is important to improva the life atyles they will
five in the future beconing our nation next generation to hloom success inte our country .the importance of this project

ta be startad is very critical to the mental stage of our children in this time of age. young adults in high school barely
realize tat school is an essencial thing that will help them in thers future life but the way this world has become kids
have lost the spark to learn not beacuse the have to beacuse if shouldnt just be a "{ have " thing aducarion school
should be an excltement to be sitting in a chair in a class room in front of a teacher that will give them exact knowledge
that kids will e able to procass easier.

Thats what many parents would want to start a program that will help teachers .stmdents, schools and our our
countty. help get students to see that school is not something that should be a boreing thing but a fun leatning
anviroment. we would like to help students get more motivated. start meetings with parents/guardians to dizcuszs what
would be appropriate decisions to take incount bur children need to learn from a young age to get that mentality that
school is important. we can support after school. as parenits they have a big role to get this to be stable program thay
naed to hava mora time with thejr kids.

Ideas/Content: 1

1-1-21
Th . . -
. e ;ertt?r conveys little opinion about a program, but the central idea as to what exactly the project
invo ve_s ls'unclear and confusing. The content lacks development of reasons or supporting ideas. The
reasoning is unclear. The writer has failed to present a persuasive argument to the reader |
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Lithocode: 990000070886  Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel shauld be added or changed.

Whrite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the hest choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

My community is a very calm and quaint area. 1 typically fail to ses any fssues about my community. Usually,
due to the small size of Lincaln if any problems do oceur they are usvally solved fairly quickty. THe only problem 1
see thar the city of Lincoln struggles with the most that puts lots of drivers and pedesirians in danger are the traffic
lights. That seems like a typically out of the ordinary problem, since traffic lights are such a wital piece of
squipment in the driving and pedestrian world. Although, due to Lincoln's nagligence, has become a reoccuring
problem. Red lights cither last for prolonged periods of tirns, turning lights last for two seconds at a time, and big
crosswalks tend ro give pedestrians very litde time ro cross safely to theit destinaton.

Why might traffic lights remaining red be a danger, you may ask? Well, a great example of why this is a
danger, was very evident on 20th and Randolph, an intarsection very near Lincoln High School near the south
doors. I would have to use that traffic fight to tum inte my destinaion's entrance road and the urning lan= light
would hever rum green and my mother and 1vwould end up sitting there for five even: tan minutes at a ime. Why
did we wait 5o long? Wa are law-abiding cifizens. If that light wasn't green, we weren't going to go. At least, she
wouldn't, I was perfactly okay with wrning when the opposite lane had a red light and there was no cars coming

. frotn either direction. My mom is a diffarent type of cifizen. Eventually, my mom would have to abandon her
safety instincts and tum left on that road even if the light did nof gjve her permission to. What is the danger in that?
Wa could of not of seen a car uming around the bend and could've gotten kit all because that light mared green,
and if it did it would last for a second. The danger that traffic light put my family and I in, not only in an increasad
risk sifuation, hut 2 morally disobeying sitvation as well.

Not only are the malfunciioning lights an issue, their tmers are also an issue for drivers. For example, if I'm
taking a feft furr on 48th and O to enter onto 48th st, I'm lucky if T get a light that lasts longer than three seconds.
How is this 2 danger? This is dangerous for drivers because, if they are trving to get to their occupations (o earmn 2
wage to conlribute to the community ifself, they canaot get thers on time if that light s just such a short span of
time. Thus, if being a2 turry, they will im anyway if it's yellow going on red. 1 believa these timers should be
extended, but not 30 it's longer than the other lights. I believs all the lights should have the same tima timer. Ona
mihuts and thirty seconds for each light ransifion. That way, waffic is copstantly tnoving and ne one is leff sifting
and having to consider risking their or their passengers lives in order to make those bwe second lights.

Another reoccuring issue I see is niot only with the drivers lights, but the pedeatrians lights a3 well. These
pedestrian crosswalks give pedestrians 30 seconds, if that, fo cross 2 street that will take longet than that. Bringing
48th and O back into the picture, a pedestrian to walk across the length of Q street takees longer than 30 seconds.
That walk is lengthier especiaily if that pedestrian is a senior cifizen. How can a senior citizen, after years of living
and their physical endurance is not as long lasting, cross a four-lane car street in 30 seconds? Even if the light
turns green for the drivers, they do not always hesitate for the pedistrians putting them in great danger. I myself
hava almost been hit by a driver for my pedestrian light tuming red after only fwenty seconds of walking across
48th streer. Luckily, T was not hif, but this is just incredibly dangerous and there needs ro be longer periods of time
for a pedestrian to make it across.

In no way am 1 saying ALL of our traffic lights are a complete and utter faiture. All I'm trying to address is that
tvpically the busier ittersections are tmore of a fisk for drivers and pedestrians. Instead of ignoring these issues, of
prolonging their fixes 1 believe we should hop right on it. I'm very satsified to say that wraffic lights is one of our
biggest concams as 3 community at the moment. I just seck to obtain some satisifactory solutions to the problems
1 have addressed today. .

t

Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about
traffic lights. Transitional phrases are used effectively to connect the ideas between paragraphs and
strong transitions along with the use of rhetorical questions connect ideas within the body of each
paragraph. Pacing is well-controlled and paragraphing is sound. An adequate conclusion is evident.



Lithocode: 990000143714 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your schaol, neighborhood, or comrmunity. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons

~andfor exarnples to support your argument.

How many hours of her life does 2 woman spend shopping? Never enough if you ask her! The people of Hastings
spend a ridiculous amount of time driving thirty minutes, or longer, to find a decent place to shop. That is why we need
a real mall in Hastings. The committee should vote for this project because it will be a positive hangour for teenagers, it
will save people ime, and it will bring people to Hastings.

A common mizconception is that all teenagers are hoodlums. This, however, is not true. Most are just bored and
have nothing to do; therefore, constructing a mail would be the perfect place for them te get togather. There isn't much
to do in Hastings when you're young, 3¢ most of them drive te different towns to do things; which isn't good for the
aconomy of Hastings and surely it makes their parents a bit uneasy. In these technology ridden days the only way teens
ver seem to communicate is by text. They hardly seem to call aachother anymore. Building the mall would be 3 brilliant
way to bring them together to tall and actually interact with eachother.

Teenagers obviously wouldn't be the only beneficiaries of the mall. Adults would benafit greatly reo. By not
commuting to Grand Island o do their shopping they would be saving about an hour out of their day, which iz a lot to
any parent. With all of the stores in one convinient Hastings location, they aren't wasting all day running all ovey town to
hick up fifty different things. This would be especially helpful during the holdiavs while shopping for gifts. When a mom
has a bwelve-vear-old and a fifteen-year-old who both want to hang out with their friends on opposife sides of the town,
it can get prety stressful; but when they both want to hang out at the mall while she goes shopping. that's eminently
handy for her. She can just have them meet her outside of Target and take them home at four o'clock.

How many yvears has it been since the Hastings mall was actually ful of stores? Five? Ten? I remember a few years
ago when we were getting our carpet redons at our house the men who were doing it were from Grand Island. They
L vent on their lunch break and saw that there was a big Food Court sign on the mall, so they thought that they would go
check it out. As they walked in they noticad that there wasn't anyona thers, nor were there any restaurants. Needless to
say, they were extremely disappointed. That's not the impression that Hasfings wants to give to people. W want to
show them that we are expanding and that we are doing well for ourselvas. We want to make people know where
Hastings is on the map. People shouldn't say, "Where's that? I've never heard of it before." This mall, if successful,
could make them say, "Oh, Hastings! I heard you guys have that really great mall! I'd like to go there someday."”

In conclusion teenagers would thoroughly enjoy the mall as 2 place to get rogether. Adults would thrive on the
convenience of the mall, and the mall would help put Hastings on the map. The committee should vote for this project
ecausa it will be a positiva hangout for teenagers, it will save people time, and it will tiring peopla to Hastings. I now
challenge you, the local committee. Will vou sif back and watch vour city wilt away, or will you take action?

Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is effective in this response about
the need for a new mall in the community. A strong and effective introduction grabs the reader’s
attention and clearly conveys the writer’s opinion and sets up the main points of the essay. Pacing is
well-controlled as the essay flows through each of the main points. Strong transitional phrases are used
effectively to connect the ideas, and an effective conclusion, that includes a call to action, restates the
writer’s position and opinion about the need for a mall. Paragraphing is sound.
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Lithocode: 990000149342 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument. ‘ '

1 think that the best project would be a community youth building. This would be a good idea because: it would give
the vouth something to do, it would give the youth a place to go instead of getting in trouble, and it would benafeit the
parents because there would be a place for their child te go that wasnt in their home. 1 think thar a commuuity youth
building would benafeit the youth of the town and the whole town in general.

My first reason for having a youth building i3 that the building would give the easily disiracted youth something to
do. This building should include pool tables, air hockey, ping pong tables; and a larger area where you can do different
rvpes of group activities. The building should also have a place in it that makes pizza and sub sandwhiches so that the
ids could go out with friends and stll be able to 2at 50 athing that was somewhat nutritional. This building idea would
aep them busy and gat them excited to do something that is not going te hurt them in the long run.

My next reason for having a youth building is it would keep the youth cut of treuble. 1 say this because in my small
rural town of Gordon, Nebraska, there is not a whole lot that the vouth can do. My tewn's movie theatre is closed and
there is nothing for kids to do but drive around in their cars all hours of the night. The youth geis in trouble for drinking,
the usa of tobacco, and driving wrecklessly because there is nothing for them o do in my town. So this comuarity
vouth building would provide structure to those kids wheo are out causing tyranny in the town.

Finally, I befieve that having 2 community youth building in our tewn would be the best idea for a project because the
placae would give the kids a place to go instead of directly going home every day. T understand thatit is good to be at
home. But, sometimes the youth just want te get away from all of the daily activifies of 1 household. I think that the
uilding would also releive some of the stress parents develop while watching and taking care of their children. AllT am
saving is that the building would give parents a break and the youth a break from the everyday mrmoil that we all go
through in cur daily routines.

In conclusion, 1 believa that the best project for the local comnittae to fund would be 2 coumunity youth center. 1
helieve this because it would give the youth some place to go after «chool and activifies that would allow them to hang
out with friends and not get inte trouble doing so. Over all it would boost the happiness of the community. The
community needs to take care of its youth and give them a little freedom, because when the community gets old, the
vouth then is in charge, The youth needs 2 place to go that will stimulate the growth of their minds that doesnt include
lacking at a television or computer screen.

Organization: 3 - ] 3-3-3-3

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is functional in this response about
a community youth building. Functional transitions introduce the three main ideas in the body of the,
essay. Pacing is generally controlled, with an even flow of ideas in a typical five paragraph
organizational structure. Paragraphing is generally successful. A general summary conclusion reiterates
the writer’s opinion and restates the three main points of the essay.




Lithocode: 990000126020  Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighbarhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Tennis Pome

1 balieva that this committee should buy a tennis dome for our community. 1 think that a tennis dome would be great
for the communify bacause it would keep kids off the streets, teach them about good sportsmanship, and it is an
all-around fun gams to play.

A tennis dome would be a great addition to our community because kids would want to come here itistead of going
and causing rouble somawhere elss in the town. It would provide 2 place for teenagers and adults to come and rejax
for a little while. If there was someplace they could always go, kids wouldn't feel the need to just wonder aimlessly
around until they find 2 way to cause rouble. '

Also, 2 tennis dome would teach everybody abour good sportstanship. Sometimes, you hit bad shots that you

ow vou could have gotten in and it is so frustrating! Well, T know that tennis teaches you that you can't gat mad and
ive up on vourself just becausa of one point that you messad up on. People always love to play good sports and I
ow that a tennis dome would truly be able ro nicer to eachother and accept a loas with good poise.

Lastly, a tennis dome would be so much fun to play in! S many kids would gladly come here to play tennis if they
[lmaw they could play in a dome. A dome could let everyons be able to play in the wintet and not be obstructed by all
the snow! Plus, if would provide shade from the sun in the very hot sutntner.

This is why 2 tennis dome would be a great addifion to our community. It would keep kids off the sireets, teach
evervone aboul good sportsmanship, and would be an extraordinary experience for averyore.

Organization: 3 2-3-2-3

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is present in this response about a
tennis dome. The functional structure is generally controlled with an introduction that conveys the
writer’s opinion and introduces the three main points of the argument, and a somewhat weaker
conclusion that simply reasserts the writer’s opinion. Basic functional transitions that connect the main
ideas are evident. Pacing is generally controlled and paragraphing is generally successful.



Lithocode: 990000071408 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the commitiee your project is the best choice. Praovide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

A project that T think is important for a local committes to fund i something that would help improve my school.
There are many subjects in school that are hard for students to understand. For me, math is not my strong point.
Teachers are not always available after school fo help and even if they are, there may be a lot of other students who also
need help 50 you might not get the ona and one help you need. My solution to this is if schools could hire futors that
actually know and understand the subjects to help kids out after school in the library. '

I beliava that when a student gets help one on one they understand it a lof better than thev do during class. A
classroom filled with 20-30 other students can bie very distracting. Some students aren't comfortable asking questions i
front of everyons, se they chose not te which leaves them confused. If's hard o g& home and do math homework when
vou don't understand the subject you leamed in class

T thint this should be added becauss it can really help 1mprmﬂ grades. A lot of families ar my school can not afford
v hire a tutor for their child or children. It is very easy to fall behind in a math class because every day builds off of the
day before. It {s important to always understand the concapts of what is happening. A tutor could spend fime helping
vou understand new subjects and make sure you know how to do the probilems on your homework. A student would
feel mora comfortable asking a tutor questions.

Organization: 2
3-2-3-3

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about

the need for tutors at the school. Transitions are weak or missing and pacing is somewhat inconsistent.
Paragraphing is irregular and there appears to be no ending or conclusion to the essay




Lithocode: 990000163690 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed. -

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

1 think that we should do a project that we get a skating rink. Everyone needs somthing to do on the waekends, and
this would he 2 great way to spend tima with friends and family.

An advantage to this is that when people come and visit Nebraska City they have something fun to do then just going
to hisorical places. Also the other good thing about this is that highschoeolers would have mare to do then go to
McDonadles and Walmart and get in trouble. We would also make some bank. A con to this is that after 2 couple years
weople might get boared with it, but tats when we could 2dd to 1t. Wa could 2dd maybe a Sondc in it
This could mavbe help the trouble that the kids are getfing inte with the police. Another positive to this is that p{-ople
could have parties and get to gathers there. Wa could make a lot of monsy off of this if we could get a place to build if.
Having this would be very benificial. We would get s0 many people to \ehra:.lca City each weekend, it would be SO
much FUN! W alw: ays would have a great time in the city. :

This is why wea shold build a skating rink in our comunity. I would be the best thmg that goes inte the community.

Organization: 2 2-2-2-2

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is limited in this response about a
skating rink. Pacing is inconsistent and weak transitions only somewhat connect the ideas together. A
simple beginning and ending are evident and an attempt at paragraphing is unsuccessful.




Lithocode: 990000037496  Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples ta support your argument.

Their are so many places we can go for school hunch and mevty feods we can try ifwe heavent had befor of school. But what is the reason we
o do ary of that or have any of that food ai cenfral,

rkif Igote « 7" | HighSchool Were prople come front every were fo gef intp ave school

because we are none o5 e best hgh school in the Unifed Staies. So why when it comes o ceniral school lunch we dont get the bestfood thed uz
e studenis desirve andwani Whitch bring me 5o off school conipns lunch.

e have Burger King, Mc. Donolds and all these other places and restranis we con go t0 1o ect bui, insiead we have fo

sty in school af foast if you'er going to kegp us in schood to eat, bring the oulside food in to school

Because the food vou guys are serving us now onls about 70% of people dernt like if, but they eat if because hollo there is nouthing else heve we
ooy eai, Bt condy and we want reall food bm sure. and for the pecpls who hove o pay for lunch.

ieth is Itk aff of us really desrive io be choosing and gefing the food they want fo eat because they are siiting here

viot speaking up eating this stuff they dont want to because there is no other choase of foods here. same goes for
breaicfeast the breakfeast we have here ifs juﬁf sad only thing thats good is the freazh fruit and the ceral.

this one time when i was a sophmore I came 2 school and eat breakfeast

Because | was pregient a hungry 5o i had to eat. they hod some breakfeast pizza and i thought okh Bl try that but { sust
fierve gotten the wrong peice because

vwhen i tryed i my theird bite into it | threw up because it was so nasty, there was a peice of sasqge that was not cooked
il the way. now come on . — yall better then that. so yall say yail the best school were the best food ot people would
be more happer If we can go get the food we want {0 spend are mongy on.

1] we asking for is some better food and if yail cant make that happen then try letting us get off campus hoch

hecause there is not may reasons why that is not a option for us only reasons yall do give us is that peaple

want come back on time for class, People are going to do something they aint got no bissness doing but, with out off
campus hoich all the reasons yall are giving us about what studenis wouid do If there Is off campus funch

is happing now even as we speak. And we dont even have off campus iwch.

students are still skipping, being late, fighting and smoking. There is no big differance there. Se whots the big dill.

Organization: 1 2-1-2-1

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this response. [deas

are somewhat randomly presented without transitions to connect the ideas together. Pacing is awkward
and the paragraphing is missing.



Lithocode: 990000175894 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

We should et nesv taxt books for school because, the old books may be falling apart and ripping and they won't be atle
to be used anymore, there may not be enough books for all the students, and some of the books might have incorrect
information. An example from the books ripping and falling apart would be from getting oo old or students ripping
them, an example of why there wouldn't be enough books are because the student's taking them home and nof returning
them or losing them, and an example for the books having incorrect information is because the people who made and
wrote it put the wrong information or didn't know about some of the sff and thought they put the right information.

Organization: 1 1-1-11

The structural development of an introduction, body, and conclusion is lacking in this response about
the need for new text books. Pacing is awkward, transitions are missing, and connections are unclear.
Paragraphing is missing.
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Lithocode: 990000173236 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Frovide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Funding Books To Help the School and Community

There is one place where there are worlds waiting to be explored by turning the pages. Books help the educational
progress, which is the foundation fo every single person. Knowledge is wifal for our existence in the current world and
eneration. The local committe should fund getting 2 surpassing variety of books in our libraries. Books help further the
imagination. They provide a better knowledge and understanding to cartain subjects. Furthenmore, books can open your
vocabulary. '

Imagination is key te 2 childs learning capabilities. As children grow, they have a vast imagination that some people
would only dream of having. This is because their minds are young and open to all the possiblities. As kids get older they
" lstart losing theit imagination. The creativity and uniqueness stowly begina to drain. Yer, with books they can keep it
intact. Books help people keep 2 firm grip on their creativity. They can imagine anvthing and with help can perhaps even
malce it hacoms a reality. The miraculous thing about reading a book is that it started off a5 someones idea. Then, their
idea became printed for all to read. This results in other ideas sprouting after reading. Without imagination there is no
inventions. And to keep imagination flowing with age we need the vatiety amounts of books to be easily available.
Knowledge is power. We, as people, learn in various ways. The age old and sdll commeonly used way is through
books. As ime has passed people may have kept diades or journals of their lives happening during certain events
through history that we use fo better understand the situation heshe was it These become vifal evidence in uncovering
major events. For example, without the diary of Anue Frank, some would never have realized just how bad it really was
to be a Jew during Hitlers reign. While learning abour historical events is one way that books help us but it isn't the only
way. The most wonderful thing abour havign a wide salection of reading is thar they can be wtitten about anything. Lets
say, if someona was to buy a build-yvour-own-birdhouse and it came in parts all jumbled in this littla bag. People would
use the instruction book to help them creata this mess into a beawtiful little bird house. Another reason why the school
should fund more books is because schools need them! Students have projects assigned constantly and nzed to find
refererices and resourcas to find the knowledge needed fo pass their assignment. Chieckinig out books that are similar to
the topic needed can help the student get the grade they need.

People today are lazy. The number of wards used today keeps dwindling as years go by. There once was a lime
- when people would speak like, "how are't thou on this luminous day?" Now people speak like, "How vou doin'? The
wonderful craft of the language is disappearing. Because of this, it drops our IQ's just a bit with every generation. When
people read their vocabulary grows. Everyone wants to be brilliant. The world is beginning to ensure that people must
have 30 many vears of schooling to get anywhere good in life. How can students meet these expectations without
learmning some naw words in the process. Reading heightens your fecus, and everyone can use abit more of that to help
them achieve. While we can do that in other ways, the best way is through reading and the best way to do thatis by
having mors books.

Having more books available at our school opens more posaiblities for us in the fuure. By being able to read it keepa
our imagination intact and strong. People can become inspired and create anything. Knowledge i3 vital for people to exist
in life. Books are needed to help understand. Lasly, having a wide vocabulary will help you in the long run, and the best
hway to get on is through reading. Books hold the possiblity for all things. This is why the local committee should invest
in funding to buy more. If will help improve schools, and even the comtnunity meambers.




Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

The writer demonstrates a strong commitment to the idea that the community should provide more
books for the school. The language is precise, varied, and engaging throughout the essay. A strong,
persuasive voice is well suited for the purpose of convincing a committee to invest in the books. The
writer consistently anticipates the reader’s questions and effectively relates the topic to how this project
would improve the community and the school environments. |
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Lithocode: 990000175004 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighbarhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changad.

Write a persuasive essay canvincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
and/or examples to support your argument.

School Junch iz something that not alof of kids took forward too. Yes school Tunch has developed sliot but cooks do not seem fo put as
much effort a3 they nes to in the food. Now 2 days vour food j:uét comes i & wraper of packags and aee premade so all vou have to dois
warm it up. By looking 2t the zchool lunch today, and the school lunch whan 1 was younger, one can a2 that the effort put into school tunck
is disapearing. That is why tha school funding should go to lunch.

Today when you walk through the lne you smelf ths vile vegetables that came out of 2 can and only have to be strained and cooked to
mush. They tasts like abaolutly nothing and have to have allot of peppar and salt on them. When you take a bite they mush in your mouth and
Isfither dovwn your throat like a snake. We have the option to faks fruit or vegetables but you only have to teke one. The most commen one
hoosen is the fruit because yes it is out of & can but it iz not all push. Plus the cooks dont have fo do anything to it so that makes it that
el batter. The cookies are hard and coma out of packsges. But svery once in 2 blue moon they setuslly maks the cooldes. They are vsusily
utill hard as a rock and taste awfil becauss they did not take much time and affort to matke them. The rolls are usually hard and flaloy and the
toask is usually like the texas toast you buy but it is the cheap knock off brand that the schools buy to save money on. B¢ if the funding was
nsed on sehool funch we would not have to save money and but il thase cheap knock off brands.

Tn: grade school hunch was the best part of school besides racess. You got to school, did alf yvour schoobvork as fast as you could so you did
not have homework, and then had fanch and then went to racess. When you went through the line for lunch the food actually smeiled good and
the food was not in & plastic wrapper. During school you could smelt the warm doughy rolfs that just mefted in your mouth, and the thin but
lapparant layer of butter that was glazed over the top. Now the cookizs were a whole diffrent story. They were moist and warm and not laft
aver from vesterdays meal which happened to be spaghetti which happened to have mezt from the sloppy joes that we had two days ago. The
eookies wers actually warm from being cooked that moming. The food actusliy had thought put into it and was not just zomething you got cut
J::{ a can or package and pre heated for five to ten minutes. The cooks use to put so much time and efforf into their cooking; they would show
p early in the morming to make and serve the brealdest and then stay the rest of the day till lunch to-make the lunch and then clean up. The
cooks never feft very long before we did.
Tha thought and time put into lunches today doas not even compare to the way it was in elementary. The food was not packaged and pre
heated or mush that stithered down your throat. Yes the food has changed for the befter over the years but it will never compars to the way
school funch actually uss to be. Thesa days it has to be alt “healthy” and "nutritious” to meet cartain health codes and regulations. School lunch
il nevear be the same zo that is why the would funding should go fowards our school funchs, ]

Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-3
The writer demonstrates a strong commitment to the topic of improving school lunch. The voice is well-
suited for the purpose and audience, and the language is precise, varied, specific and engaging
throughout. The writer consistently anticipates the reader’s questions and effectively uses a somewhat
nostalgic tone to highlight the issues and to persuade the audience.
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Lithocode: 990000035942  Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed. '

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

The frown of a child is just ahout the worst thing you can cause. It gets caused by many things such as not getting
tovs, being scared, sad, and even being inside all day. Children have to much energy to be inside all day. ¥ids want to
move until there is nothing else to giva, so lets give them a park. The local comites should build or restors lynch patke
becauss it is wom dowr, it can bring the comtmunity closer together, and it is nice for the children.

Lynch park is almost at the point of no return. It is 50 bad that there are no functionable restrooms. No ong wants to
see 2 chilld do there buisness outside, or see some one changing there baby's diaper on a bench or table on the side of
the basketball court. Restroom are necassary to go do buisnass. There are miissing things in the park such as two
swings. Childrem are not the only ones to use swings either, teenagers and adults also use the swings. It is not so safe
sither, the rubiber on the path way fo the swings is starting to erode. There are cracks in the pavement to walk on as
well 2s on the basketball court. Lets make this safe for the children again. Lets all bring this back togeather.

If this park gets rebuilt there i3 no doubt in my mind that the community will be closer than ever before. All the
adults would know each other. Talking to each other about what has happened recantly, or what will happen. All while
there child is safely playing i the playground. Everyvone would have each others backs so less crime would be
committed in the community. It could tum out to be a lot more friendlier than before. People would meet people they
hever knew were living around them. Thus making new friends and possibly more than that. Then they might go on
using the plaveround with their children.

1 have not heard of anything nice happening to children in this area for quite some time. By building this park it
hwould ba the nicast thing to happen all year. Children would not just like if they would adore it. Seeing all the colors and
shiny things would make them go berzerk. The children would play for hours, while spending tima with their parents.
Parents would also lova to spend timea with their children. Asking them on how was school or what happened today.
[Kids would be moving so much that we are fighting child obesity. Children now a days are getfing overweight to
quickly. Parents need to let them run and not watch televisionn for three hours. Let them go to the park. Better yet go
with them have fun go wild with your children. Children would have smiles for days if this project happenad.

The local comitee should build or restors 2 new [ynch park because it is worn down, it can bring the comtunity
closer togather, and it is nice for the children. Lynch park is similar to a chanty town. The community can be as close
a3 water and ice. Children would be dreaming of wanting to play on the playground. Feats do this for the children.

Voice/Word Choice: 3 3-3-3-3
The writer demonstrates a general commitment to the belief that a local park needs to be completely

restored. While the voice is appropriate for the purpose, itis not particularly persuasive or convincing in
tone. The language is generally specific, varied and engaging. While the writer has generally anticipated

the reader’s questions, the reader often has to infer how the restored park would benefit some people
of the community. ’




Lithocode: 990000065036 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your schoal, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

1 think our schoot could stand some new additionsschanges. The first changs we could use i3 new technology.
for example, we could use somme bettar computer rowers and video card drivers. Tha computers are lagging way
toa much for ma to handle. The second change we should have is giving kids computers for homework. It would
help out kids who don't have a computer at homs. The third change we should have is newe dasks, The desks are
aither broken, getting ready Lo bregk, or lgok like a cow came fnto the room and took a bita out of the desk. The
fourth and final change we would like is the school lunch. It is so putrid, i can smell it from down the hallway.
Sometimes i even wonder what {'m eating, even though they tﬂ]l me. It boggles my mind to think that they could
achually serve that stuff and not be joking arcund.

Wea shoutd have all of those changes hecause without those changes, our classrooms would decay with age.
We would be stuck with slow computers that are 50 slow you have to panic because your assignment might not
fave saved right. Sometimes when i save assignments they either are missing or corrupted. It makes me furious!
Then i have to suffer with bad grades! Oh yeah, don't get me started on the school lunch! I wish we could be
catsred fike some schools that 1
fnow of. Sometimes I get confused on what we are having. The fish looks like chicken and the chicken looks like
pork and the pork looks like beef. To make it easier on myselfi call it "mystery meat”. Somstimss I dream that the
food i3 going to evantually come alive.

In, conclusion, my project in my opinion is the best choice. If you don't think so, i don't lenow what else to tell
vou. 1 have given vou all of my evidence. 1 just hope you make a good decision.

Voice/Word Choice: 3 2-2-3-3
The writer demonstrates a general commitment to a number of projects to improve the school. The
voice is generally appropriate for the audience, but is not particularly suited for persuading or
convincing a community committee. The language is generally specific, and also somewhat varied and
engaging throughout. The writer has generally anticipated some of the reader’s questions.




Lithocode: 990000036024 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your schaol, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

There are lots of things a comittae could do to fund a new project ar school. For example. they could come up with
a class that makes up for all failed class, after completing the class you get all credifs needed, buy better aquitment of
any type for the school and or come up with a new sport students would love to sight up for. any of these choises are
possibie tut it would be very amazing if they funded all the chofses. 1 think the comifta should improve the school by
making up new courses [o pass classes because if would benifit most poeple who are behind on credits, make
sraduating a easier task, and it would look good on a transcript for collage.

For me my freashman year your was fun, so i though. i really didnt care would happened onty untill i got introuble
with the lavw and heard those five words, "You wont graduate on fime". one year of failure to me is two years of hard
work. most students here struggle everyday to main there graded whera they are nowand on top of that eaming naw
anes. evervone needs help. If students could stay after school at a coursa to help you earn those credits, wouldnt that be
a big thrill and a stress refiever 7 { think thats 2 big yes.

Tm sure by the end of your senior year you want to walk across the stage and hava someona hand yvou your
deploma. a course to help you gain credifs you couldnt get would make getting that deploma an easier task. probrably
hiring tutors to help vou toe would be a graat bendfit.

Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-1

The writer demonstrates a limited commitment to the opinion that adding a course to help make up
credits for graduation is needed. The language is only occasionally specific, precise and engaging. The
voice is only sometimes appropriate for the audience as the argument seems directed toward fellow
students and not to a community committee. The writer anticipates few of the reader’s questions and
has somewhat failed to produce a persuasive, convincing argument or opinion.



Lithocode: 990000115474 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed. '

Wiite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

1 think the local commite sould improve are community by 2dding a new drag strip. That people could go enjoy
whatching and bring it more people and money into the community.

The local drag strip may just convience soms not them all but conviencs some streat racers to stop sireet racing. But
there still is alot of them that like the adrenaline rush from racing on city streets and avoding the law . The drag strip can
then be certified and be apart of the NHRA racing seasons and bring in alot of racers out of state.And bring it some
world famous racers like Jolin
The drag strip would also create alot of revanue for the community by filling it with racers and people.

Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-1-2-1

In this somewhat brief response, the writer demonstrates a limited commitment to the idea that the
community needs a new drag strip. The language is only occasionally specific and engaging and the
voice, while somewhat appropriate to the audience, is limited. The writer has anticipated few of the '
reader’s questions and would need to have further developed the essay to receive a higher score. '



Lithocode: 990000064620 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund ane project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Wiite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

1 feel that if a local committee help fund a project for school that will help the school out. So ves i fee] like its 2 good
idea to also help out the neighborhood in community. It would be good to help with the community to make a berter
inviromernt. This will alse be a bettar choosa to make to the world can becoma closer so lesa violence will happen.
Bacause ma personality i would like if we had more structred and this world belter neighborhoods and a better
community. Also i feel like there should be more rules that people have to follow and order to live a batler community
and neighborhood. Mavbe if we had more people caring for our community things will e alot less streasful. People
could get to know each other more. People would learn to express them selves to the people thats in they community. It
will be alot more happinsss in the world. Alse something that should be added is that people express there thoughts more
to help be 2 better communitiy. T like the idea to help with the funding to help others out. This is more than a positiva
choose for them to be helping out with the communify. '

Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

The writer demonstrates little commitment to the vague topic. Language is not specific, precise, varied
nor engaging, and is somewhat repetitive. The writer mostly fails to anticipate basic questions that
would help understand the topic. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose.




Lithocode: 990000037610  Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Wiite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Days and days past when we do the samething over and over. Someone should change things up a hit. People
shoudn't have to waist their days doing nothing. They should make something up for things like that. Instead of waiting
for thing to pop up. Things could be diffrent if someone made a program for it.

Take school for an example we go to the same class everyday . They should change it up. like have only even
classes on ona day and odds the next day.

Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-11

The writer demonstrates little commitment to the idea of changing the school schedule. The voice is
inappropriate for the purpose and makes little or no attempt at being persuasive or convincing.
Language is not precise, varied nor engaging. The writer fails to anticipate the reader’s questions.




Sentence Fluency /
Conventions




Lithocode: 990000070956 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committes will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhaod, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Wiite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to suppaort your argument.

The area that would he moat effectively improvad as 2 whole for kids in this community is within schoels, because
of the most direct impact it would have on the kids, compared to trying to affect communities via changing
neighborhood conditions. An area that could most use artention are the highschools. This {s because the most
significant developments the children go through are in these years, grwoing to be independent. work and act as a adult,
and start to have priviliges allowed fo those of their age (driving.. etc.y One of the things they often find themselvas
missing is the time during the day that they have to go out and run around as they could on a playground in glemeritary
school. Iam proposing that we start building playgrounds and allowing a recess time during the school day of 6th
through 12th grade. This would allow the children to temporarily escape the stressful enviornment of the school day,
sncourage interest in school aside from academics and sports, and make the transitions throughout the levels of
xchooling flow mora smoothly.

As it probahly shows, the life of a teenager is oftenly vary stressful. With all of the pressure of doing well in each of
their classes, and in some cases programs like IB and AP, their enfire day can be overly focused on school. During the
slemanatry years of schooling, the straighforward solution to this has been to allow the children a break during the
school day (separate from lunch) to clear their day of the hardships they will ghave to endure int the nexr, hours, days,
and vears, via distracting themselves with monkey bars and slides. This strategy has worked well enough for it 1o be
continued to this day, but it has never been significantly used in the years after 5th grade. A viable solution to issues like
graduation rats, class participation, interest in school, and performance on assesments is to make the children fae! as if
they aren't put in a situation singly focused on class. Building a playground and using it for these benafits would be a
vary effective way to lessen the concentration of the work load they have during the day, which not only improves thier
performanca duding school, but makes them less likely to take their own break right after school which oftenly
permanently removes them from the learning mindset for the night.

Although this could cause some complications in the way the days run at school, the benefits would be that the
children view the school as less of an objective and restrictive working enviornment. The same way that schools artract
attention via sports and events, having a playground swould bring people that are looking to use the area on a weaekend to
play frisbee or tag. Most importantly improve the connection between children and there school. When middla or
slemantary students say, "I hate school” they say this because if offers little to no compromise to the way they are used
to and want to act cutside school. Using the scheol grounds as a place for these kids to enjoy themselves builds a
positive connetation with the enviorment and they way they will eventually work with the achool when things become
more serious {college).

On 2 similar note a3 it stands now. the progression from each segment of public schooling is very individualized,
with each step preparing the students for the rest of their lives in separeate ways. However, this does not represent the
realiy of life outside school, where the progression through a career or 3 way of life is very linear, there are significant
segrmental changes that re-create they way life is experienced. If the purpose of school is to prepare the students for the
way life will be for the other %475 of their lifs, then we should atleast re-create the enviornfmen, thus changing the focus
of school away from the sole purpose of grades and academic achievemenfs. Again the creation and use of 2
playground for students would allow them this necessity. This enviomment would more accurately re-create the way
life flows and replace the disruption of highschool.

After examining all of thes bensfits and then the cost, which would be realisticly affordable for our COMUNILY
considering we build many city parks and ponds thar sit through the years without use, the value of this implementation
would be immense. At a cost that would be almost insignificant we could aid the education system by providing an
viornment for children to temporarily excape the stressful enviornment of the scheol day, encourage interest in school
aside from academics and sports, and make the transitions throughout the levels of schooling flow more smoothly. The
validity of this solution to many struggles in the education system is undeniable.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 . 44-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this essay about adding recess time for older
students. Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation,
and spelling are consistently correct.



Lithocode: 990000143630 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about sormething you feel should be added or changed.

Wite a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Srudies show that students whe participate in exira curricular activities such as athletics, do better in school than
students who do not. Wayne High has many student athletes. These student athletss put in hours of exfra wark to
bacome better and therefor creats a good name for Wayne athletics. Having practice late at night because only one team
can use the gym at one time can be physically taxing on the athletes, Wayne High should add another gym onto the
facilities. Wayna High School needs another gym so thar multiple practices can be held at oncs, multiple games can be
held ar oncs, and multiple physical education classes can be held at once.

To begin, Wayns High needs another gym so that mulfiple practices can be held at once. The gitls and boys
asketball teams have an early and a lats practics; one team practicss affer the other has finished. This means that

. lpractice for the second team may start as lats as six thirty. One ream may also practice in the moming, but for athletes
i activities that are held in the tnoming such as dance, jazz band or jazz choir, they would have to chioose only one to
participate in. If both taams could practice at the same time, athletss would have more tima te do homework and get
more sleep. The Tunior High volleyball team has to practica at the Elementary School because the High School team has
pracfica at the High School. With two gyms, the girls could practice in the separate gyms at tha High School and not
waste precious practice time walking to a separate school where their practice is held. During the fall, if there iz weather
that prevents football or cross country from practicing, they cannot use 2 gym. They would havs a gym available te
them if there were bwo. Therefor, Wayne High needs two gyms so that more than one practice can take place at the
High School.

Next, Wayne High needs another gym se thar multiple games can be held at once. The JV boys baskerball team hosts
home gamas at the Elementary School while the TV girls basketball team hosts home games ia the High School gym. The
Fletnentary School is not equipped with proper parking, and the gym is not big enough to handle the crowd of a J¥
came. These improper condifions lead to, for fack of a batter word, a zoo. After the boys finish playing their game, they
have to trek back to the High School for the Varsity boys game. The crowd also has to mova with the boys to the other
school to watch the Varsity boys and girls play. Tournaments held at the High School can only have games at the High
School or the Elementary School. With two gyms, it would be much easier to hold tournaments. The tournameants
hwould also be more equipped to handle many more teams, therefor bringing in more money to the school system.
Hence, Wayne High needs another gym for multiple games and more tournaments to be held at the High School.

Finally, Wayns High needs another gym so thar multiple physical education classes can be held at oncs. The Junior
High and High School share ons gym. Some High School classes do not have access to the gvm because there i3 a
Tunior High class being held at the same time. The High School class is then forcad to use the weight room. If the High
School class wants to plav 2 game of softball or football, they would have to go outside, which i3 nearly impos szible in
some Nebraskan weather. With two gyms, both physical education classes would have a gym available to use. Therefor,
Wayns High needs another gym so multiple physical education classes can use 2 gym at ons time.

In conclusion, Wayna High naeds another gym for multiple practices, mulfiple games and multiple physical education
classes to be held at one ime. Wayne High athletes work hard in order to succeed. The facilities athletes are given, are
the facilifies they have to work with to become better athletes. The athletes' success reflects the comtmunity, so the
community should do all they can to help the athletes succeed. As coaches tell their athletss, "Success leads to more
succass. So why not start ngw?"

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-3-3-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this response about the need for a new gym.
Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. With the exception of a few repeated
capitalization errors, grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently correct.




Lithocode: 990000037856 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay canvincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Mfany kids these days stay at home and play vidso games, watch telavizon, and scrofl on social media websites. Rarsly do they go

nstside and gt fresh air and most importantly exercise. I believe that if the local committes fended our neighborhood snough money o build 2
‘oﬁmﬂy friendly park it would not only get childran and adults out of the house for exercisa, it would give families time to spend together while
doing something productive. So again, I feel that it would be extremely profitable to cur comunity if we were funded money to build 2
neighborhood park.

Nore often than not children are sitting at home on the couch watching spongebob and eating potate chips, than they are cutside ninning
round with ofher childran theirags, If there happened to be 2 park in the nearby neighborhood 1 feel as if the children sitting at home would be
more likely to go to that particular park and get the exercise that they need. I know that in my household when my little cousing come to visit
ths first thing they do is run to the felevison and ask to watch eartoons. If thers had been a park within wealking distance I'm surs they would

sk tor go to that instead of watch senseless cartoons. At 2 park there are many, many things to do. Things like swings, slides, monkey bars,
sually a fisld to run and play sports in. There are mulliple oppertunities for them to get that exercise that they need. At home there typically
ren't many oppertunities for a child to get that play time. A child needs typically 2 hours of exercise or play fime 2 day which is just enough
time to walk to the park, run around for an hour, and walk back home! Mot to mention, It's the parfect place for families to spend time
togsther!

I know that after 2 long day an adult {or even a child) is tempted to go homs, kick their shoes off, and lay down on the couch for a nics nap
nefore dinner. Instead of doing that lazy act, it would ba ten times hetter for them to go home, changa into playing clothes, and wallc to the
nerhy patk for some family bonding time. Every family could use that extra time together after not seeing eachother for quite 2 while, while at

choot or 3t work. When I was little my dad would teke me and mvy brother to the neighborhood park at Tesst 3 times 2 wesk. H waz a grast
time to run around and play together. Not only did it bring us closer together but being at 2 park to do i was even nicer.

Having s neighborhood park built nearby is 2 great way for children and even adults to get the exercise that they need to live 3 healthy life
tyvle. It is also the perfect sxcuse to get familfes togather for bonding time. Childran and their families are not exactly losing touch, but are not
gatting enough tima together as it is because of school, work, or any other activities going on. A park would would only bring them closer
together by getting to spend that extra time together playing around and having fan. They're getting a great workout as well. 1 feel that having a
neighborhood park build would bring surpassing benefits to to our community, and would be the most efficient way to spend the funded
money.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this response about a park. Phrasing generally

sounds natural. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are usually correct and the errors that are
evident do not distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990000164432 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhiood, or cornmunity. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Although the town of Indianola is small, the rown should open up a small general store. Indianola would benifit
most because if would provide new jobs for the residents and surounding areas. If would alzo help the town out
financially, and it would be more convienet.

Right now our job markest is really bad, and the town of Indianola could help improve that by allowing someona
to open a small general store. There are several young people in Indianola who are on the look-out for jobs.

Opening a small general store will alse help the city of Indiancla make more money. There is only oen gas station
|there and it doesnt have the essenrials that a person needs like mille or bread, so opening up a general store would make a
zood profit from the paople.

The clasest grocrie store to Indianola is elaven miles, and who wants to drive that far for milk? Qpening a general
stotra will help the customers because its really close. Not only will it help people in Indianola but also it will help people
in the surrounding comminities.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 2-2-2-3
Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this response about the need for a general store in
the community. Phrasing generally sounds natural. Grammar, usage and punctuation are usually
correct, and a few spelling errors do not distract the reader.



R TS O I U S

Lithocode: 990000037822 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhooad, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

Stop the violence! Let us live in peace! The sociely we live in today have 1 horrifying violence rates around the
country. Many students are dropping out of high school and are unemployed. Many of our descendants died to see the
day where everyone can stand together and live in peace. Some fought for batter education rights to malke it to college
for higher degrees, therafore they would have a higher paving job. A local committee will fund ona project to improve
our community by stopping the violence of our youth, decreasing the unemployment rate and incrﬂésing the number of
students graduating from high school.
Youth violence affects the communities health and it is one of the leading causes of death. The community needs the
vouth to get more involved in sports and after school programs te be a resourcs of stopping the violence. The committee
will help fund after school programs for kids, o prevent them from getfing caught up in trouble. After scheol programs,
can pravent students from nining the street and gefting itwo drama. Mentors and guest speakers, that have been in same
situations and that can relats fo our youth, will be involved. Sports, can also stop students from getting involved in the
iolencs and can motivate them inte using their talent in college. It is also a greater advantage of them getting into college
and receiving scholarships. Jobs is also an advantage of stopping the viclence hecause it can keep them positive and help
their minds focused ot something other than the sireets. The communify can have job fair and promots them around
high schools and counselors offices to get students attention. Counselors can help students lock for jobs and help them
fill out applications.
Unemployment has a lot to do with the communities appearance. The community should come together and be there
for ons another. The committee should invast in college classes available for people that can not afford it on their own.
Collaga is ons step ahead to a better life. Most people who go to college recieve better jobs and are wealthier. The
community should allow people to do intarships to help them get a job. The inteship can allow them to get 2 scholarship
or to keep the job they are intershipping for. The job intership can teach work ethinics and communications skills.

Students who drop out of high school are more likely to be unamploved or involved in wolence. The comtnunity
should have the committae fnvest in mentors. A matitor can be there to guide you and motivate you. They should be
someons to look up te. A menfor can encourage to stay in high school because most jobs require you to have at least a
high school diploma. School counsslors are alse there to listen and help students out through hard times. Counselors can
help students fill out scholarships and college applicafions. Even if college is not fit for the student the counselor can
suide the student inte finding out what they like to do and what job would be fit for them.

In conclusion, the comtnittes would have to fund in a lot for the community, but it will help improve {t by helping to
stop the violencs in our youth, decreasing the unemplovment rate and increasing the number of high school graduatas.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 3-3-3-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this response about funding programs to help
prevent violence, decrease unemployment and improve graduation rates in the community. Some
awkward phrasing is evident, and only occasionally sounds natural. Sentence errors sometimes cause
confusion. A pattern of grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors may distract the reader.




Lithocode: 990000072158 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
andfor examples to support your argument.

The thing thar I think should get changed in achool is that kids should be ahle ro wear hats, but not crazy hats. Crazy
hats to me are the ones thar stick up high in the air, or stick out to people with a lot of words or cuss words. But 1 think
we should be able to wear winter hats during school. Some reasons are that mavbe their heads are cold, maybe is looks
zood they think, or maybe they are having a bad hair day. 1 personally would wear one just to keep my head warm, or if
I was cold. Sometimes I would wear them just to wear them. I myself just don't get why its such a big deal it school,
but it is so I just follow the rules. I glso think if they let us wear hats, nof as many people would wear them becuasa it
wouldn't be the same anymore. Some kids do if just to make the teachers mad and think its funny.

Sentence Fluency / Conventions; 2 1-1-2-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this response about wearing hats in school.
Phrasing occasionally sounds awkward. While sentences are mostly correct, a few errors sometimes
confuse the reader. For the amount of writing demonstrated, there are a number of grammar, usage,
and punctuation errors that are distracting to the reader. -



Lithocode: 990000037496 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighbarhood, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changsd.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your project is the best choice. Provide reasons
andf/or examples to support your argument.

Their are so mary places we can go for school humeh and mo foods we con &y ifwe havent had befor of school. But whet is the reason we
cartt o @y of that er kave @y of thd food af contral.
T'fiif Fgoto b oo ' High School. Ware people come from every were fo gof info are sehoof
because we are none as the best iigh school in the United States. So why when if comes fo central school hunch we dont gei the best food that us
the zindenis desirve and want Whitch bring me 1o off seheol coampus hmch
We have Burger King, Me. Donolds and olf these other places and restranis we can go o io eat b, insiesd we have io
gy in school of least if you'er going i Regp us i school tp eal, bring the ouiside food in fo school
Because the food you guys are serving us now only about 70% of people dont ike it but they et it because hollo there is nouthing else here we
ey e, but covey and'we want veall food tn sure. and for the peaple who have fo pay for hinch.

deth is ke all of us really desrive fo Be choosing and geting the food they want 1o eaf because they are sitting here
’;:az‘ speaking up eating this stuff they domt want ie because there is no other choose of foods here. same goes for
Breakfeast the breakfeast we have here Hs fust sad only thing thats good is the freash fruit and the ceral.
this one time when { was a sophmore I came 2 school and ent Breaigfeast
because i was pregnent a kungry so i had io eaf. they had some breakfeast pizza and | thought ohth HI try that but § must
have gotien the wrong peice berause
when i tryed it my theird bite into it 1 threw up becauze It was so nasty, there was a peice of sasage that was not cooked
il the way. now come on ~— — "vali better then that. so yall sav yall the best school were the best food af people would
be more happer if we can go get the food we want to spend are mongy on.
all we ashing for is some better food and if yall cant make that happen then try lefting us get off campus lunch
because there is not many reasons why that Is not a option for us only reasons yall do give us is that peapla
want come back on time for class, People are going to do something they aint got no bissness doing but, with out off
campus hoch all the reasons yall are giving us about what students would do if there Is off campus hinch
is Bapping now even as we speak. And we dont even have off camps fich.
students are stil] skipping, being late, fighting and smoking. There is no big differance thera. So whats the big dill.

. I
)/

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-1-2-1

i

Numerous grammar, usage, and punctuation, errors throughout this response distract the reader.
Fragments and run-ons often confuse the reader, and phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural.



Lithocode: 990000115130 Question: Grade 11 Writing FT Q001 Form B

A local committee will fund one project to improve your school, neighborhoed, or community. Think
about something you feel should be added or changed.

Write a persuasive essay convincing the committee your projectis the best choice. Provide reasons
and/or examples to support your argument.

The - — ¢achool distric should changs they're computer from Mae to Windows based operating system. It would open up for diffrent
zofiware and alfow the school to have 2 more brode arue of diffrent zoft the school could have open to students. It would allzchelp studes have
mors brode understanding of diffrent softwars instead of most Mac oporated software.

‘Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 1—_1-1-1
Sentences seldom vary in length and structure in this response, and the sentences are often unclear
with errors confusing the reader. Phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural. Numerous grammar, usage,
punctuation, and spelling errors distract the reader throughout this somewhat brief response.



